PLAN FOR SUCCESS
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«[ forgot to make a back-up copy of my brain,
so everything I learned last semester was lost.”




Go to the Course Calendar by clicking the link below.  Read the Principal’s Message and our Principles in Practice.  This will tell you a little about our school and the beliefs of our staff.  Did this information answer any of your questions or concerns from above?  Update your journal entry to explain why or why not.
http://claringtoncentral.kprdsb.ca/pdf/calendar/coursecalendar.pdf
Go to Career Cruising and your Course Planner.

Click on the tab marked Diplomas & Certifications to see the diploma requirements.
Click on individually highlighted requirements to find out which courses satisfy them.

Notice that you must also pass the EQAO literacy test in grade 10 and complete 40 hours of community service in order to graduate.  Use the links on the Grade 8 webpage to learn more about both of these requirements.
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“My teacher isn’t qualified to teach spelling!
She spells U ‘y-0-’. She spells BRB ‘r-e-t-u-r-n’.
She spells BFN ‘g-0-0-d-b-y-e’...”




Deciphering course codes

Course codes reflect government stipulations across the province.  All courses have the first 5 characters as mandated by the Ministry of Education, and a sixth digit for school use.  For example,




	These letters identify the subject.  The first letter in the code denotes the department area:

A. Arts

B. Business

C. Canadian & World Studies

E. English

F. French

G. Guidance & Career Education

H. Humanities & Social Sciences

L. International Languages

M. Mathematics

P. Physical Education

S. Sciences

T. Technology
	This number identifies the grade:
1. Grade 9

2. Grade 10

3. Grade 11

4. Grade 12


	This letter identifies the stream/

Destination:
Grades 9 and 10:

D  Academic

P  Applied

L  Locally Developed

O  Open

Grades 11 and 12:

C  College

U  University

E  Workplace

M  University/ College

O  Open
	This school indicator is used to distinguish course characteristics.
1  Common Code

B  Boys (phys. Ed) or Beginner (music)

G  Girls
A  enriched





When you select your grade 9 courses, several of the courses are compulsory.  You will be taking English, mathematics, science, Canadian geography, physical education, and French.  You will then choose 2 electives from the following:

BTT1O1

TIJ1O1

ADA1O1

AVI1O1

AMI1O1

AMI1OB

ATC2O1

What departments offer these courses?  What level are they offered at?  Which diploma requirements will they satisfy?  Go to the course planning in Career Cruising and click on one of the elective boxes.  Explore these electives and choose 3 that interest you.  

Reading a Timetable:
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The square root of 9 is 3.

A) True.
B) Falge.

Many students actually look forward
to Mr. Atwadder’s math tests.





How To Select A Stream:

	ACADEMIC
	APPLIED
	LOCALLY DEVELOPED

(Essential)
	ENRICHED

	·  Theoretical

·  Abstract

·  Independent

            work

·  Problem

            Solving

Grade 8 marks = 70% +
	·  Practical

·  Applied, 

             Hands-on

·  Group work

             focus

Grade 8 marks = 60% - 70% 
	·  Emphasis on critical skills

·  Smaller classes

· Slower pace

Grade 8 marks = 50% - 60% 
	· Enhanced 

   curriculum

·  Independent

    learning

·  Enhanced

    learning 

Grade 8 marks 80% +




· How do you learn best?

· Grade 8 achievement

· What does your grade 8 teacher recommend?

· What is your post-secondary destination?  (e.g., workplace, trade, college, university, other)

· Remember you can take different courses at different levels, for e.g., you might take Academic English and Applied Math

· During the first couple of weeks of class you can usually change levels, e.g., from Academic to Applied Science 

· You can earn a credit at one level to consolidate skills, then go on to study at a different level, e.g., take Essential Math to improve basic skills, then take Applied Math to prepare for college
Discuss which level is most appropriate for you for each of the compulsory subjects with your parents and your teacher:

English, math, science, French, and Canadian geography.  

Looking Ahead … 
View the Career Studies Pathways Presentation PowerPoint.  Make an entry in your CareerCruising journal called Looking Ahead, with questions you would like to ask about Pathways, SHSMs, and other programming.  What courses or programs might you be interested in down the road?  Why?
Download and complete My CCSS Profile from the Grade 8 Webpage.  Save the completed profile to your CareerCruising account.
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GIASBERGEN —

“Do I get partial credit for simply having the courage
to get out of bed and face the world again today?”




Annual Learning Plan (AEP)

The work you have done in this package is the first step toward a document called your AEP.  Each year you will complete more of the elements in the CareerCruising portfolio as well as using the Course Planner on an ongoing basis.  These tools which are currently helping you plan for the transition to secondary school will also prepare you for post-secondary!

How Parents & Guardians Can Help

	Expectations
	Warning Signs
	What You Can Do

	Attendance

	· Students attend school each day

· Students arrive in class on time

· 20-20 rule:  students remain in class for the first 20 min and do not leave during the last 20 min
	· Your child is missing school more than 10% of the time

· Your child’s report card shows more absences than you expected

· You are receiving numerous synervoice messages or warning letters
	· Discuss your student’s attendance record with the administration and develop a plan to ensure regular attendance

· If your student is absent, ensure work is brought home, completed and submitted

· Check the school website for work missed

	Homework & Submission of Assignments

	· Grade 7-9 students should spend 45-90 min daily

· Grade 12-12 students should spend 1.5-3 hrs daily

· Complete and submit all assignments for evaluation
	· You do not see your student doing homework regularly or your student says “I don’t have any” on a regular basis
· Your student’s mark update on the teacher’s webpage indicates a number of “zeros” or assignments with “NM” (no mark)
	· To discuss your student’s progress, call the teachers at the school or e-mail them (see teacher webpage)
· A student should be reading and self studying for the time recommended each day

	Organization & Time Management

	· Students take accurate notes and keep binders well organized
· Students use an agenda to plan for assignments, projects, quizzes and tests

· Study time should be managed so that students are prepared well in advance
	· Your student does not have or use an agenda
· Your student’s notebooks are disorganized and appear incomplete
	· Obtain an agenda for your student
· Talk with your student to set up a time management and organizational plan

· Monitor the use of the agenda and notebooks

· Regularly check teacher webpages with your student to help them monitor and record due dates
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LECTURE A
TEENAGER
$5.00

I USED TO HAVE A LEMONADE STAND, BUT THIS PAYS BETTER.”
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What are you looking forward to about high school?





What makes you nervous?





Go to the �HYPERLINK "http://www.careercruising.com/Home/CPLogin.aspx?SysG=d804f300-6a59-452a-9561-9ede1d9f72cf"��CareerCruising Login� and sign in using the username and password on your access card.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.careercruising.com/Individual/MyJournal/Default.aspx?LoginID=27fb7958-4ff5-486e-b2bd-2c186d1bb6bd-5" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.careercruising.com/media1/Portfolio/btn_goto_journal_en.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� and create an entry called Cheers and Fears where you reflect on the two questions above.








You can also learn more about both the gr. 9 EQAO math test and the mandatory gr. 10 literacy test on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.eqao.com" ��EQAO website�.





For more details about community hours and eligible activities, please see the Community Involvement section of the �HYPERLINK "http://claringtoncentral.kprdsb.ca/pdf/calendar/coursecalendar.pdf"��CCSS Course Calendar �.  





Dates to keep in mind:





Report cards are issued twice each semester:


Mid November, end of January, mid April, and end of June.  Credit endangerment letters are mailed to parents of students who are in danger of failing courses in December and May.





Parent teacher nights are arranged around report card dates; newsletters, voice messages and the website are the most often used forms of communication.








